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Colchester is very proud to declare that our city status bid has
been produced by the people of the Borough in co-operation with
Colchester Borough Council. The initiative for the bid came from
the town's independent community interest company
‘Destination Colchester' and has been supported by councillors,
local businesses, organisations and voluntary groups.

We gratefully acknowledge the assistance of the following:
Ben Locker & Associates for copywriting

Tonic Creative Solutions for cover design

Mailboxes etc for printing and presentation

Darius Laws for video production

Everyone involved donated their services for free in the interests
of our ancient town, of which we are very proud.

Front cover photography:
Colchester Panorama
by Rodger Tamblyn

Colchester Castle
by Reeve Banks Photography

firstsite
by Reeve Banks Photography



Colchester: BritainOs Oldest Recorded Town and First City

Colchester: the town with the city outlook
ColchesterOs history may have shaped its streets and its
skyline, but we havenOt let ourselves be shackleBliby it = - Britain’s first city and Roman capital
gives us confidence in our past amelief in our future. - e e i Eny e liEn anel nems 1o

WeOre proud of our town and our borough and we enjoy

. L .. . |- An international centre since classical times
sharing it with visitors, businesses, students and the growing ) )
- -"Strong royal links throughout medieval and
numbers of new people who move here to work and live, .
modern times

making a positive contribution to our wider society. - More architectural continuity than any

We absorlthe best of what new influences can teach and other town in England

share with u®and our outlook is the more generous for it. - A thriving cultural centre of national

Colchester at a glance

a respected 21st century garrison

WeOre a proud borough, but weOre not inward looking. mportance

We were BritainOs first city, but it hasnOt left us with a sens&tain’s fastest-growing town
of entitlement - Has more quality-assured visitor

attractions than any other town in England

And as a newity weOll remain a community in which we _ |, -\ 5 ose ot international

relish the things we have in commbiand learn to be the university and many international
better for our differences. companies
This is our story. - Site of new buildings by international

N architects -Vinoly’s firstsite and Libeskind’s
BritainOs oldest recorded town y

When Pliny the Elder gave readers ofNsural History
directions to thedland of Anglesey, he reached for the name
of the nearest important settlement.

Olt is about 200 miles from Camulodunum, a town in
Britain,O he wrote.

Institute for Democracy and Conflict
Resolution

Colchester’s confidence is rooted in its
shared achievements and culture - and a
talent for holding its own on an

It was the kind of sekfonfident remark you might hear | international level.

from one of our residents today, but when Pliypped it in
the middle decades of the 1st Century AD he also
immortalised Camulodunund Roman Colchestddas BritainOs first recorded settlement.

In exactly the same century it became its firstRénd its first capital.

The early royal stronghold
To fully understand modern Colchester, you need to know it was forged in a Roman crucible. It shaped our
streets and it shaped our international outlook.

The Iron Age settlement of Camulodunum (meaning OFortress of Camulos, god of WarQ) had grown to b
the mast significant in Britain by the end of the 1st Century BC. On the site that includes the-piasent
Gosbecks Archaeological Park, it was the capital and stronghold of the Trindargesverful tribe that
held sway over much of modeday Essex and stern Suffolkband was the royal seat of a succession of
native kings.

One of those kings was Cunobelin, who is best known to us as the inspiration for ShakespeareOs romanc
Cymbeline. He was king of the TrinovantesO greatest rivattibeCatuvellani Dand was minting coins at
Camulodunum as early as AD 9. He used the Latin title ORexO on those coins, indicating he had strong links
with Rome, while archaeological evidence shows that Camulodunum was the port through which luxury
goods such as Italiamine, Spanish sauces and Galklgic tableware entered Britain.



By AD 43, Camulodunum was a royal stronghold of CunobelinOs son Cabsadusbecame the
principal prize of that yearOs Roman invasion, with the Emperor Claudius taking the fortifit#tie head
of his legion®with war elephant®and receiving the submission of 11 British kings.

BritainOs first city i
The Roman conquest did more to shape our townOs fabric and outlook than any other historical event. Its
effects are still visible tag.

One of the RomansO first actions was to build a major legionary fortress near the original settlement. It
was the first in Britain ever to be built using bricks and mortar, but before it had even been finished, its
purpose changed: in AD 50 it becam®lania, a city for retired Roman soldiers, and was na@waia
Victricensis - or OCity of VictoryO.

In building thecolonia within the bounds of the legionary fortress, using its street plan and converting the
barracks into houses, the Romans not ambated BritainOs first city Buthanks to our moderday
garrisonbone with a military heart that beats just as

strongly to this day.

Cavital of Brit . “While the Britons were preparing to throw off
api a O ~ r gnnla . - the yoke, the statue of victory, erected at
As BritainOs firsblonia, Colchester became the RomanOs = camulodunum, fell from its base, without any

administrative capital in Britain,ut it was almost apparent cause, and lay extended on the
completely destroyed in AD 60 by the famous rebellion 8{;323 f{’gﬁgigﬁﬁ:??onise'f the goddess
against Roman rule, led by Queen Boudica of the Iceni. Her Tacitus
warriors laid waste to the town, burning down the Temple

of Claudius and slaughtering all who had taken refuge there.

Although BoudicaOs uprising was ultimately crushed, the Roman capital moved to Londinium. But
Colchester soon rose from the asbesd its status as an international city within the Roman Empire is
indelibly written into the fabric of our modern town.

Our High Street follows the line of th&a Praetoria and both Head Street and North Hill follow thie:
Principalis.

They are the oldest urban streets in Brita@nd today they are among its most rich and vibrant, their
fine architecture now bristling with spe, restaurants, cultural venues and places of education.

An international city for two millennia
Our Roman heritage helps us to trace ColchesterOs cosmopolitan way of life and outlookiousand
year old citypa city that was home to:
¥ The temple of the deified Emperor Claudius Dthe largest classical temple in BritBinpon which our
Norman castle is built
¥ Britain’s only known Roman circus D capable of seating a crowd of 15,000 and a testament to ColchesterOs
significance in this period
¥ The most complete Roman city walls in Britain Dcontaining the countryOs largest surviving Roman gateway
¥ Two Roman theatres Dincluding the largest known in Britain, seating 5,000 people
¥ Over 50 mosaics Dsome in a remarkably fine state of preservation
¥ A 4th Century Christian church Pone of the earliest known in the UK
¥ International trade Psilk from China and amphorae from Egypt can be counted among our finds

These treasures provide us with valuable evidence for a city of status, culture, architecture, bdsipeds an
Pand one in which people of many nationalities learned to coexist peacefully.

Not unlike Colchester as it is today.



The shaping of our confidence and culture
If our confidence and culture can be traced to Roman times, our identity and tratitieeadeen forged and
shaped by many subsequent influences.

These are just some of them.
Royalty
As BritainOs first city, Colchester has always benefited from close Royal conPactibiiey continue to
this day.

The Saxon kings Athelstan and Edmunddheitans Droyal councild here in the 10th century; and by
1086, with a population of around 2,500, Colchester was one of 14 settlements desghied(ascity) in
the Domesday Book.

ColchesterOs value to William |, along with its strategic inmpert@nsured it gained the first royal castle
in England (outside London) that he built of stone. With the largest Norman keep ever constructed, the
castle was placed on the foundations of the Roman temple to Cl&@allasting metaphor for ColchesterOs
ability to incorporate the best of its past into its future.

King Richard | confirmed the Colne Oyster Fishery to the borough of Colchester in 1189. By the 16th
century, a close season from Easter to Holy Rood day (14 September) was declared, allenwstgckgdn
replenish. In an annual ceremony that dates back to 1540 and continues to this day, ColchesterOs mayor
samples the first new crop of oysters and offers a toast of gin and gingerbread to the BxQneeeh
Elizabeth Il is now sent a telegramogaiming the fishery to be open.

Colchester is one of only two towns in mainland Britain that is a Royal Saluting $tatidrHM The
QueenOs birthday is marked annually with-giilsalute in Castle Park. The privilege was granted to
Colchester in 206, and it would be a great honour for the town to attain the city status of these other
saluting station®London, Edinburgh, Cardiff, York, Stirling and Plymouth.

The Military
Colchester first became a garrison 2,000 years ago, and “The conferring of saluting station status on

today its military tadition is an essential part of its outlook  colchester acknowledges the growth in

and character. prestige of the town with its unique and valued
. . . . military community.”

Our first modern garrison was built during the Celenel Tamy Berin
Napoleonic Wars and was the largest in Britain by 1805, Garrison Commander, 2006
with a larger and permanent one established during the

Crimean War.

Today the Garrison isdme to the 16 Air Assault Brigade, which comprises 3 air assault infantry
battalions, 3 air assault aviation battalions, 1 artillery regiment and a number of supporting units.

With many recent casualties in Iraq and Afghanistan, Colchester is fiercetyruppf its Garrison and
proud of its achievements. In February 2011, a turf cutting ceremony was held to mark the beginning of the
first purposebuilt Personnel Recovery Centre (PRR) Help for Heroes and Royal British Legion funded
facility that willhelp soldiers through their injury or illness and return to duty or into a supported civilian
life.

Architecture

The magnificent buildings of Roman Colchedrom the Temple of Claudius to BritainOs only known

Roman circu®began a tradition of ardieictural excellence that continues to this day. The borough of
Colchester contains 22 conservation areas, 1,555 listed buildings and 52 scheduled ancient monuments. We
have a distinctive skyline, instantly recognisable from the silhouettes of our gramivicown hall and
OJumboO, our imposing central water tower.



Many of these buildings are detailed in our submitted
. - . ) . T “Colchester has significance as a town in the
profile of Colchester, including the néimstsite buildingba camsclEEn e e plrees e UK T,
cultural and arts centre designed by the awairthing but it also has a special quality of its own.
Rafael Vi—oly thais opening in late 2011. ltmique Creating the firstsite gallery within this
] ) ) extraordinary well of tradition goes well
engineering preserves the Roman treasures that may lie = beyond what is typical even in the UK and will

beneath it and allows future access to them. MELS B s D CRllshESIEr (P2 @ en
international conversation that makes the most

Legends of what the town itself and the people in it are

With such a long history, itOs not surprising that Colchestelr'ke'

has produced many legends.

The Colchester Legdrtlaims that Helenaur patron
saint, the daughter of King Coel and mother of Constantine the Great, was born in Colchester. Credited with
discovering the graves of the Three Kings and with discovering relics of the True Cross, these elements
feature in he BoroughOs arms.

The nursery rhyme Old King Coel is connected with Colchester, as is Twinkle Twinkle LitBe Star
familiar to almost every child, it was written by sisters Ann and Jane Taylor who lived in West Stockwell
Street from 1796 to 1811.

Colchester isnOt alone in claiming to be the scene of the Humpty Dumpty rhyme, and although the story is
likely to be legend rather than fact it is tied to one of the most significant events in ourDiste@ivil
War Siege of Colchester. 1tOs said thayaliBocannon placed on the tower of St Matyhe-Wall was hit
by returning fire from Lord FairfaxOs troops, causing thé&giumpty DumptyBto come tumbling down.

Rafael Vinoly, firstsite architect, 2008

Traditions

Related to the annual opening of the Oyster Fishery at Colne (see Citmya®}) our most renowned

tradition is the Colchester Oyster Feast. Originally dating back to the medieval St DenisO Fair, the modern
feast traces its roots to 1845 and is held on the last Friday in October. Guests have included members of the
Royal Famil (including George VI and Edward VIII) as well as prime ministers David Lloyd George,

Winston Churchill, Ramsay MacDonald, Harold Macmillan, Harold Wilson and Edward Heath.

Not all our traditions are rooted in the pd&bne of the most important is vemyuch of the present. Since
the 16 Air Assault Brigade was honoured with the Freedom of the Borough in 2009, it has exercised its right
to march through the towBto the great support of local people.

Internationalism

ColchesterOs location, thriving coomity and accessibility from Europe have ensured it has retained an
international dimension for two millenniBwhether through war, trade, religion, education or cultural
exchange.

Colchester russet cloth was exported as far as Damascus in the 13th eetiy the 14th Century
Flemish settlers arrived in the town to work in the cloth industry. Two hundred years later, large numbers
fled here to escape religious persecution and settled in what became known as the Dutch Quarter (which,
even earlier, wahe centre of ColchesterOs medieval Jewish community).

In the 19th Century, the British German Legion was stationed at the Garrison during the Crimean War,
and during the Second World War American servicemen had a strong presence in and around e town
many of their descendants still live here.

More recently, Colchester has become a popular visitor destination and its links with Europe are as strong
as evebmany local businesses trade through the international port of Harwich and the town is twitined w
Avignon (France), Wetzlar (Germany) and Imola (Italy). The University of Essex is the most international in
the country, and our blossoming cultural scene further contributes to the cosmopolitan mix of the area.



Culture .
i ~ o Some notable Colchester residents
Colchester is the acknowledge@ultural CapitalO of Essex. gydo de Rie (c1047-1120): Steward to William

Unique in Roman times for its two theatres, it is now homel, William Il and Henry |, constable of
. Colchester Castle, founder of St John's Abbey
to a bustling cultural scene. William Gilberd (1544-1603): Chief physician
TodayColchester is a hub for worldass arts and to Queen Elizabeth and pioneering
cultural activity, with three organisations funded under ~ €xperimental scientist, coined the word
. o . . ‘electric’ and first to recognise the Earth as a
Arts Council EnglandOs newtiaal Portfoliob giant magnet.

Colchester Arts Centre, The Mercury Theatre findsite. Margaret Cavendish (1623-1673): poet,
philosopher and essayist, writing under her

Residents and visitors alike are drawn to our theatres, own name on topics including women's and
galleries, music venues and cinema, and culture is also kegnimal rights, and one of the earliest examples
. . of science fiction (1666).
to our preseniday regeneratio®the focal point of our Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1834-1892):
new altural quarter firstsite, is @ major arts and cultural ~ Victorian England’s greatest preacher.

, I : , Sir Archibald Wavell (1883-1950): Field
centre built by awaravinning architect Rafael Vi-oly. Marshal, commander of the British Army in the

Firstsite will help stimulate further regeneration, but the Middle East in World War II .

. . Sir Roger Penrose (b. 1931): physicist and
green shoots of the quarter are already visible with a mathematician, co-recipient with Stephen
creative membersO hub thriyiat 15 Queen St and Slack = Hawking of 1988 Wolf Prize for their

. contribution to the understandingof the
Space Colchester encouraging arts usage of empty shopsj,iverse.
and locations to promote local artists, present new work toDamon Albarn (b. 1968): singer-songwriter
th bli d t it b in the t tre front man for Blur and Gorillaz.
e public and generate a cultural buzz in the town centre. ;. a1 1969): Jamiroquai singer

Dermot O’Leary (b. 1973): TV and radio

Business and Economy presenter

As a young city in the makingp(€hester has productive

partnerships between the private, public and third sectors

which together contribute to a diverse economy thatOs worth in the region of £17 billion. Colchester also
plays a leading role in Regional Cities East, a consortium thks veoimprove infrastructure, tourism,
enterprise and employment in East AngliaOs main regional centres.

Our borough is a nursery for entrepreneurship, and with a strong culture -oébaifce and opportunity
itOs a natural location for people wantmgtart their own businesses. The Colchester Business and
Enterprise Agency (COLBEA) supports business-siastthrough their early stages, and its success has led it
to open a new Business Incubation Centre in North Colch&stea location where newbinesses rub
shoulders with big players like Care UK, Park City Consulting and AXA Insurance. Similarly, The
Knowledge Gateway at the University of Essex will soon bring together businesses and other organisations il
the same campus as the academic conitywun

Colchester is also the main regional centre for shopping, with visitors drawn from a wiBatraeted
by the townOs shopping centres, supermarkets and diverse independent retail sector. It is classified as Primz
Centre in the 2010 CACI Retaib@tprint survey.

Looking ahead to the future, ColchesterOs international links and digital strategy are opening it up further
to the global marketplad@and taking ColchesterOs spirit of entrepreneurship to countries across the world.
CoIchesterCz)s modern renaissance~
ColchesterOs bid for city status isnOt simply about recognition of its history or achievements.

WeOll always remain proud of our past, our traditions and our place in the world.

But pride in our past and our position is only part of what iangeto be a city.

And while any town can have historic foundations, what marks out a city is the outlook of itsipaople
outlook thatOs characterised by tolerance, openness to change and confidence in the future.

Colcestrians have it already.
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Colchester: a profile of a modern city

Introduction
Colchester is a self-confident borough that has evolved into a modern city.

Our worldview is rooted in our heritage - with a long history that saw us become the Romans’ first British city, we’re
secure in our sense of the past.

But it’s our fast growth as a community and the outlook of the people who live and work here that really mark
Colchester out as a modern city — and one that has become the focal point of a region.

People increasingly flock to our borough to live, to work, to shop and to play - and as they contribute to our
community, we grow in size, stature, self-belief and in openness to new influences.

Backing for city status comes from members of the whole community, from both urban and rural areas of our
borough. You will find their messages of support throughout this profile document.

Location and size

The borough of Colchester covers an area of 324 square kilometres in B
Colchester was a wonderful town to

North East Essex. It borders Suffolk in the north, along with three grow up in. The people of Colchester
Essex districts - Tendring in the east, Braintree in the west and made my family feel very welcome when
Maldon in the south east. they arrived from Ireland (no mean feat in

the 70s).... | hope that Colchester

At its centre is the town of Colchester, surrounded by villages and receives its city status and that it grows

smaller towns of distinct and complementary character. Some are in the sustainably, responsibly and continues to
Dedham Vale, a designated area of outstanding natural beauty. be a unique and welcoming place to live
and visit.”

Our largest towns are Wivenhoe, Tiptree and West Mersea. The island ,
) ) , Dermot O’Leary, TV Presenter
of Mersea is at the south of our borough, and it forms the borough’s

principal coastal area.

The centre of Colchester, broadly defined by the area within the Roman city walls, is a focal point for the whole
borough - containing one of the Eastern region’s busiest shopping destinations, as well as many major cultural
attractions and civic amenities.

Access
Colchester is highly accessible from within the UK and from overseas

“I think we’ve got everything in the
and it has developed the transport links of a major regional

making for a perfect city.”

destination. Because we’re easy to reach from London, the Eastern Michelle Foley, Colchester Resident

region and the continent, our borough is a popular place to live, work,
visit and study.

Colchester is less than an hour’s rail journey from London and the Olympic Park at Stratford, and is on the main line
route from Liverpool Street to Norwich. Chelmsford, Clacton-on-Sea, Harwich and Ipswich can all be reached in 30
minutes or less.

Colchester is also connected to the capital by the A12, and a new £11.2 million junction recently opened up trunk
road access to north Colchester.

The town and borough are a short distance away from Harwich International Port, the Port of Felixstowe and London
Stansted Airport, ensuring our international connections remain fresh and strong - and stimulating international trade,
tourism and business.

Online access
Colchester is not only physically accessible - it recognises the importance of being digitally accessible and engaged
in the global online community.

Residents in the borough are already highly engaged online: in 2011, people in the Colchester area were the most
prolific visitors per head of population to the Census 2011 website — and were almost twice as likely to complete the
Census online than the average UK citizen (Source: Experian Hitwise, ‘Colchester top city to complete 2011 Census
online’).



Colchester Borough Council’s digital strategy is set to increase Colchester’s online participation — whether for
business, education or leisure - as well as to help open the borough further to investment and the global community.

The borough is now contracting with suppliers to make sure all homes, business premises and mobile users will be
able to connect to Next Generation Access (NGA) broadband much sooner than most people in Britain. While the
Government has a target of all households accessing at least a 2Mbps download speed by 2012, Colchester is reaching
for an open access network with a download speed of at least 20 Mbps by 2012 and at least 40-50 Mbps by 2013.

Corporate Governance

Two main bodies are responsible for corporate governance: Essex “I think it is entirely appropriate that the

County Council (ECC) and Colchester Borough Council (CBC). oldest city in Britain in Roman days

Essex County Council has responsibility for countywide services such becomes the newest city in modern
times. Colchester is the fastest growing

area in the UK. City status would help
Colchester’s standing and status in
amenity sites. Colchester is represented on Essex County Council by 9 attracting inward investment.”

councillors out of a total of 75 — in May 2011 they comprised 4 George Kieffer, Chairman, Haven
Gateway Partnership

as schools, libraries, social services, trading standards, planning and
development policy, road safety, highway maintenance and civic

Conservatives, 4 Liberal Democrats and 1 Labour councillor. Overall
control of the council is held by the Conservative Party.

Colchester Borough Council has responsibility for major local services such as economic regeneration, tourism, refuse
collection and recycling, social housing, planning and development control, museums, parks and leisure services,
cemeteries and the crematorium, car parking, food hygiene and environmental protection.

The Borough Council has 27 wards represented by 60 councillors. As a result of the election on 5th May 2011, these
political parties held seats on the council: Conservative (24), Labour (7), Liberal Democrats (26) and Independent (3).
The council is controlled by a coalition of Liberal Democrat, Labour and Independent councillors, with an 8-strong
cabinet responsible for executive functions.

Additionally, the borough of Colchester has 29 town and parish councils, with a total of 253 people serving their local
community as councillors. There are also two parish meetings — in Layer Breton and Layer Marney - which do not have
elected councillors, but provide local people with a community forum.

Day-to-day administration of Colchester Borough Council is the responsibility of its Executive Management Team,
which develops and manages the Council's strategic plans and works with other agencies, businesses and local groups to
help Colchester succeed as a borough. It also leads the modernisation of council services. The team comprises a Chief
Executive and three Executive Directors, with support from six Heads of Service with full responsibility for delivering
services, implementing plans, and staff management.

Regional memberships, alliances and partnerships “The Local Strategic Partnership,
Colchester is part of the Haven Gateway Partnership (itself part of Colchester 2020, strongly supports this
the Kent, Essex and East Sussex Local Enterprise Partnership), City bid which encompasses the
ambition, growth, diversity and
development of Colchester now and into

the future as a City of significant
that forms the Haven Gateway sub-region - an international prominence.”

gateway to Britain. Colchester 2020

which is a strategic alliance to promote economic opportunities and
prosperity in the area of North East Essex and South East Suffolk

Colchester is also a member of Regional Cities East — a partnership
of major regional centres in the Eastern Region — which work together to create additional jobs and affordable homes.
Colchester also has a Local Strategic Partnership, Colchester 2020, which is made up of community leaders from the
private, private, voluntary and community sectors — and strengthens links and co-ordination between all of them. While
not a statutory body, Colchester 2020 has a responsibility to shape the type of place Colchester should be in the years to
come and provide leadership to deliver this.

Population
Colchester is an increasingly popular place to live and work - people like it here.

That’s the main reason why the number of residents has grown fast over the last decade, transforming us into a major
regional centre and city-in-waiting.



Our population is increasing more quickly than any other district in
Essex and is rapidly becoming more diverse. It is growing
proportionately more quickly than any of Britain’s existing 56 cities.

As aborough we are well on track to reach our target of delivering
17,100 additional homes and 14,200 new jobs for the period 2001 and
2021, thereby meeting the demands of our fast-growing population.

“Because it is a nice place to live, and we
have got so many nice schools, | think
city status would make people want to
be part of Colchester.”

Anne Sherman, Colchester Resident

Colchester’s people, whether they have been here for generations or are newer arrivals, are the main contributors to

our self-conception as a city - and our character is enriched by the increasingly varied backgrounds and life experience

of our residents.

COLCHESTER’S POPULATION AT A GLANCE

The borough’s current population is 181,000 with 110,000 people living in the urban area of Colchester itself. It is home to 13% of

Essex’s people, making it the largest district in the county. (ONS, 2008)

Colchester is growing at a faster rate than the rest of Essex. Its population is predicted to grow to 223,500 people by 2021.

(Colchester Borough Council, 2010)

With the exception of London boroughs, metropolitan districts and counties, Colchester is currently the second largest district in

England. (Oneplace, Colchester Borough Council Organisational Assessment, 2009)

Colchester has a growing population of younger people. Since 2001, Colchester has seen a significant growth in younger age

groups, particularly people in their 20s.

Additionally, in 2009, 18.2% of people in Colchester were of retirement age - far fewer than Essex as a whole (24.6%). (Local

Investment Plan Colchester, Evidence Base, 2010)

Colchester’s population is rapidly becoming more diverse, with an increase in ethnic minority residents from 3.82% in 2001 to

7.9% in 2009 - higher than the county average of (6.5%). (LIPC, EB, 2010)

Employment levels are above average, with 81.2% of the working age population being economically active in the period July 2008

to July 2009, compared to 78.9% in Great Britain as a whole. (LIPC, EB, 2010)

Unemployment levels are below average with 2.9% of the working age population claiming Jobseekers Allowance in February

2009, compared to 4.3% nationally. (LIPC, EB, 2010)

Colchester attracts a significant number of workers from outside the borough - according to the 2001 census, 19,692 non-

residents came into the borough to work (ONS, 2001)

School and Education Attendance

Education provision is growing in Colchester because of a
burgeoning birth rate and increasing numbers of people settling in
the borough - and the profile of students is becoming more varied.

That’s good news for Colchester, which has been a centre of
educational excellence ever since Henry VIII bestowed a royal charter
on Colchester Royal Grammar School.

Colchester is home to a growing number of young families - the
number of pupils in primary school education grew between 2005 and
2009, compared to a county-wide decline in primary school places.

In terms of its people, Britain’s oldest town is becoming one of its
youngest.

Colchester has 66 primary, junior and infant schools, 13 secondary
schools, two further education colleges (Colchester Institute and
Colchester Sixth Form College) and the most international university
in Britain - the University of Essex.

COLCHESTER’S GROWING SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES
In January 2009, 23,040 pupils attended Colchester schools
11.3% of those pupils belonged to ethnic minority groups.

The numbers of primary school pupils increased 0.8% between
2005 and 2009 — compared to a fall of nearly 4% across Essex.

“This is a very exciting time for
Colchester as the fastest growing
borough in the country and with the
firstsite contemporary art venue, for
example, about to open to provide a new
focus for the creative arts regionally and
nationally.

“The University's own plans for the
Knowledge Gateway research and
business park are set to provide new
economic opportunities for the whole
region and extend our global influence
through the establishment of a new home
for the Institute for Democracy and
Conflict Resolution (IDCR).

"Colchester is at the heart of the
economic and cultural life of the eastern
region, but many of its businesses and
institutions - including the University -
have a strong international profile.

"All these factors provide a compelling
case for Colchester to be given City
status."

Dr Tony Rich, Registrar and Secretary,
University of Essex

In January 2009, 896 pupils aged 16-18 attended Colchester school sixth forms.



Most 16-18 year olds in education attend one of two excellent further education colleges. In 2008/09 2,947
young people attended Colchester Sixth Form College and 3,605 attended Colchester Institute.

Pupil numbers are growing faster as Colchester’s population expands — Colchester is predicted to need a greater
percentage of new primary school places by 2014 than any other area in Essex.

Colchester Royal Grammar School topped the UK school league tables for A and AS levels in 2010 and ranked 13"
for GCSE results. Both it and Colchester County High School for Girls consistently rank among the highest achieving
schools in the country, outperforming state and independent schools alike.

(Figures from Essex Schools Organisation Plan, 2009-2014, except school league tables from BBC News online)

Education for all
Colchester crackles with educational opportunity, and not just for young people - our people have a real thirst for
learning, reflected in the wide variety of provision open to them.

Many local residents learn part-time or full time at the University of Essex and the Colchester Institute, studying
courses that range from Fashion and Textiles and Fine Art to Photography and Hotel Management.

Adult community learning is also provided by Essex County Council at the Wilson Marriage Centre, offering courses
that include English, Maths, Accountancy and Business Studies, Humanities and IT.

Learning new skills helps grow our local economy, and the Colchester Learning Shop offers free impartial advice to
people who want to return to work or study, change jobs, improve their qualifications, update their skills, start a degree,
research a new career, create a professional CV or learn for the pleasure of doing so.

The University of Essex

With more than 9,000 students from 142 countries, the UK's most international campus university is based in our
borough. Home to some of the best academic departments in the country, it was recently ranked by the national
Research Assessment Exercise as ninth out of 159 UK universities for the quality of its research.

The University is vital to Colchester’s economy and is a major employer. Its facilities and resources are often shared
with the public, and it is host to the University of Essex Knowledge Gateway, the new home for social and scientific
research and to business space with the potential to create up to 2,000 jobs locally.

The University’s international outlook will soon be expressed in the iconic new Institute for Democracy and
Conflict Resolution, designed by alumnus Daniel Libeskind - the masterplan architect for the reconstruction of the
World Trade Center site. The new university building will be a global beacon for democracy within the Knowledge
Gateway, and will be only the third Libeskind building in the UK.

The University of Essex at a glance

* Founded 1964. Received its Royal Charter in 1965 . First Chancellor R.A. Butler and Vice Chancellor A.E. Sloman.

* Main campus buildings designed by Kenneth Capon in 200 acres of parkland of Special Historic Interest.

* More than 9,000 students from 142 countries , making it the UK's most international campus university.

* The campus is home toE  state-of-the-art teaching facilities, award-winning accommodation, shops, banks, bars
and cafés, a gallery and theatre and first-class sports facilities.

e 22% of research is world leading. 63% internationally excellent. 93% internationally recognised (RAE, 2008)

* Rated 15th in the UK for offering the best all  -round student experience , scoring strongly for its high-quality and
helpful staff, well-structured courses, and good extracurricular activities, community atmosphere and campus
environment. (Times Higher Education Survey, 2010)

* Research and knowledge transfer projects have involved partnerships with many organisations including: BT
Group, Vodafone, UNESCO, Nokia, Fujitsu, Acatel, GlaxoSmithKline, London Aquarium, The Victoria & Albert
Museum and The National Trust. (University of Essex)

* Academic staff with international reputations include : Professor Dawn Ades OBE FBA, (Tate Gallery trustee);
Professor Huosheng Hu; Professor Stephen Jenkins, (National Equality Panel); Professor Anthony King; Professor
Sir Nigel Rodley, (UN Human Rights Committee); Professor Jules Pretty OBE; Professor Marina Warner CBE.

* Development of the University of Essex Knowledge Gateway , the new home for social and scientific research
and business space, is under way between the Colchester Campus and the town, with the potential to create up to
2,000 high quality jobs.

* The Institute for Democracy and Conflict Resolution will be the third UK by Essex University alumnus Daniel
Libeskind.




Colchester Garrison — a military connection since Roman times

Colchester is proud host to a major garrison, and has a military
connection that stretches back to Roman times - when retired soldiers
colonised what became Britain’s first ever city.

Today the British Army garrison is an integral part of the wider
community and there is a great sense of mutual support. Since 1946,
regiments based in Colchester have been granted the freedom of the
borough - it was granted to 16 Air Assault Brigade in 2008 in
appreciation of the public service they provide.

The garrison traces its roots to the Napoleonic Wars, but it is very
much a modern and vital part of the UK’s military capability. A new
garrison development is the largest infrastructure PFI initiative in Europe

“There has long been a Garrison in
Colchester and the relationship between
soldiers and citizens has never been
stronger. We absolutely support this City
bid and as one of the most modern
Garrisons in the country see it reflecting
the history, pride and partnership
between the Garrison and the people of
Colchester.”

Col Tom Fleetwood, Commander

Colchester Garrison

- with a contract worth approximately £2 billion over 35 years — and is a significant part of Land Command’s

improvements for a modern army.

Colchester Garrison is also at the forefront of care for sick, wounded and injured personnel, and the first new
Personnel Recovery Centre - funded by Help for Heroes and the Royal British Legion - is now being constructed. It will

cater for up to 20 full-time residents and 40 day visitors, and will also contain two en suite rooms for families. The

centre will be run jointly by the Royal British Legion and the Army.

Business in Colchester — a nursery for entrepreneurship

Colchester is enjoying a private sector renaissance. Between 1998 and 2008, the number of private sector jobs in
Colchester rose by 11.5% - which would have given us the 9™ highest growth of any city in England (Private Sector

Cities: a new geography of opportunity, 2010).
It’s because our borough is a nursery for entrepreneurship, and it’s
home to a thriving business scene.

There’s a lot of get-up-and-go among all sectors of business, and
businesspeople support each other through a large variety of networking
and referral groups and business-to-business publications. One,
Colchester Connected, has exported its successful magazine-and-
networking model to Chelmsford.

The business community benefits from support in many quarters. The
Colchester Business and Enterprise Agency aids business start-ups with
great success. The Knowledge Gateway at the University of Essex will
soon bring businesses together with the academic community. The Essex
Chambers of Commerce and the Federation of Small Businesses are
highly active and engaged in the Colchester area. And Newsquest

"When the Romans garrisoned Colonia
Claudia Victricensis, Colcestrians
became the first 'citizens' of Roman
Britain. We still have a garrison, but we
now boast a fine university, first-rate
hospitals and a thriving business
community. Because Colchester
Chamber of Commerce encourages and
supports commerce and industry, it
would welcome citizenship of
Colchester, and not just of Rome!”
Bryan Johnston, President of the
Colchester Committee of the Essex
Chambers of Commerce.

(publishers of The Gazette, the borough’s most popular newspaper) sponsors our region’s most prestigious business

awards scheme - giving recognition to successful businesses in the Colchester area and also county-wide.

Quick facts: business in Colchester

* In August 2008, 7,399 businesses in Colchester employed 71,596 people

. Micro businesses (1-10 employees)

accounted for 84.9% of businesses; small businesses (11-49) accounted for 11.8%; medium businesses (50-199)
accounted for 2.8%; large businesses (200+) accounted for 0.5%. (CBC Annual Business Enquiry)

* Interms of business clusters, in 2008, Colchester had the highest number of creative industry businesses
(400+) in Essex with one in six of Colchester jobs in this sector. This amounts to 1 in 14 jobs. (CBC)

e There were 7,380 VAT and/or PAYE based Local Units in March 2010

, of which 4,645 were urban and 2,735

were rural. The greatest numbers of local units were in Construction 13.7%, Professional, Scientific & Technical
12.9%, Retail 10.5%, Business Administration & Support Services 8.3% and Arts, Entertainment, Recreation and

Other Services 6.6%.




Businesses and entrepreneurs are partly attracted to Colchester by its links to London and the continent, and its rapidly-
emerging status as the main regional centre in the southern half of East Anglia - city status would only accelerate the
already exceptional growth of its private sector.

Opportunity and Entrepreneurship - just some prominent Colchester businesses

* Spicerhaart . Britain’s largest independent estate agent group.

e Cants of Colchester . The UK's oldest rose growing firm, dating to 1795.

*  FISkt Woods Group . Produces 150,000 fans per year for building ventilation or fire safety. 200,000 buildings in
50 countries are equipped with FW air handling units.

* Helmsman Safety Services . Provides a range of First Aid training to the Royal Household at Buckingham Palace.

e Jardine Motors Group . A top 10 retail dealership specialising in the world's most prestigious marques.

* Chandos Records Ltd . Founded in 1979 and now one of the world's leading independent classical labels and
the first to offer mp3 downloads from its website.

e JobServe Ltd. Online recruitment firm.

* Wilkin & Sons Ltd . First awarded a Royal Warrant from King George V in 1911, and again from Queen Elizabeth Il
in 1954 for the supply of jam and marmalade.

e  Hiscox Insurance Company Ltd . Major insurer.

*  Philips Dictation Systems . A Philips centre of excellence,

*  The Chameleon Group . The largest supplier of hands-free car kits in the world.

* Betts UK. One of the world's leading producers of laminate tubes.

* Reader Offers Ltd. Cruise travel agent.

* Coast Digital . Sunday Times Tech Track 100 listed internet marketing agency.

*  The Wine Company . Major UK wine merchant.

Our voluntary sector — grassroots action, community co-operation and council support
Colchester has a dynamic voluntary sector, which is not only characterised by grass-roots enterprise and initiative,
but also by community co-operation and council support.

The Colchester Community Voluntary Service (CCVS) is an umbrella organisation that represents the interests of
many voluntary and charitable groups working in Colchester - it currently has over 100 affiliated members and links to
over 400 charitable and voluntary organisations. In 2011, Colchester Borough Council will provide CCVS with
£42,405.92 of revenue funding, also covering the Shopmobility scheme to help people with limited mobility shop and
enjoy the facilities of Colchester town centre.

Colchester Borough Council also provides a cross section of other voluntary sector organisations with funding,
including:

Voluntary Sector Organisations funded by Colchester Borough Council
Colchester Borough Council made a major contribution to voluntary welfare funding in 2011, including to these groups and
organisations.

Revenue Funding

Colchester Community Voluntary Service (CCVS) (Core) £42,405.92
CCVS Shopmobility £221,250.82
Rural Community Council of Essex £659.19
Colchester Furniture Project (The Shake Trust) £9,054.83
Colchester & Tendring Women’s Refuge (core) £7,439.24
Colchester & Tendring Women’s Refuge (outreach) £16,699.75
Colchester Emergency Night shelter £5,718.17
Colchester Rural Age Concern £2,807.84
Age UK Colchester £8,695.04
Colchester United Community Sports Trust £19,776.03
Colchester Citizens Advice Bureau £97,840.00
Project Funding

Age UK Colchester £16,037.51
Tendring & Colchester Minority Ethnic Partnership £4,000.00

Total CBC funding £241,288.33




Colchester Borough Council also funds not-for-profit organisations from the Enterprise, Skills and Employment
(ESE) budget, available to ‘not for profit’ organisations that promote business creation and provide employment
and skills training within the Borough.

In this way, public funding is targeted at increasing employment and stimulating local economic prosperity at a time
when the borough is facing the challenges common to fast-growing urban and rural areas. The organisations funded
include:

1. Signpost
An independent charitable organisation with 16 years’ experience of helping people of all ages and from all walks of life
to get back into work or to move on. ESE funding: £21,500

2. Colchester Business Enterprise Agency
Offering free advice, support and training to those starting new businesses. Also provides incubation and grow-on space
to help nurture new businesses. ESE funding: £16,000

The Borough Council also funds specialist organisations to help tackle the problem of homelessness. They include
The April Centre (£39,450), Open Road (£8,500) and the Youth Enquiry Service (£40,184).

Council support of the voluntary sector isn’t limited to funding and grants, and it stimulates growth within it by
offering charities and Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) an 80% tax relief on business rates. The Council also
promotes a volunteering scheme for its own staff, encouraging them to get involved in voluntary work and offering
relevant paid leave for those volunteering as school governors or magistrates.

Council support of the voluntary sector is important, but it is only one aspect of Colchester’s approach to
community action. Our borough is home to many independent charities and organisations making a significant
difference to our community. We have listed just some of them below.

A cross section of Colchester charities and not-for-profit organisations
For a much fuller list, please visit http://www.ccvs.org/index.php? Membership_of_CCVS:Affiliated_Members

Age Concern Colchester - improving the quality of life of the ~ Fair Access 2 Colchester - helping to improve the quality of life

elderly for disabled and non disabled people in Colchester

Autism Anglia - welfare, education and treatment of people Headway Essex — provides support and services to people with
with autism acquired brain injury and their families.

Brainwave Children’s Therapy Centre - therapy for 6-12 Home-Start Colchester - supporting families with at least one
month old children with delayed development child under 5 through difficult times

Colchester Credit Union Ltd - encouraging thrift and saving ~ Hythe Community Centre Association - for the benefit and
and providing affordable homes wellbeing of residents in this area of Colchester

Colchester and District Talking Newspaper - for the blind Molly's Wood - a Community Orchard and facilities for teaching
and visually impaired of natural history to junior school children.

Colchester Furniture Project (The SHAKE Trust) — St Helena Hospice - care for terminally ill people and their
providing furniture and electrical items for those in need families

Colchester Nightshelter — helping homeless people find a Take Heart Cardiac Support Group - supporting heart patients
more permanent home and their families

Emmaus Colchester - giving people a bed, and a reason to get ~ The Stockwell Centre - counselling and psychotherapy
out of it
Epilepsy Action - information and awareness about epilepsy Winsley's Charity - provides almshouses for the elderly and needy

Shopping Centres — Colchester as a primary retail centre

Colchester is one of 38 retail centres classified as a Primary Centre in
the 2010 Retail Footprint survey published by CACI. It is ranked as “It’s got to be a good move for our town.

one of the top 50 retail centres in the UK with an estimated Being a city would make us fegl more.
prosperous, help raise our profile and it

expenditure of £540m. (CACI 2010). would be good for the local economy.”

With no city in the region, Colchester is the main beacon for shoppers Derek Ashbee, Manager, Culver Square

from the borough and beyond. Shopping Centre.




There are two major shopping centres in central Colchester, which are home to national chains and independent
stores and are well integrated with older retail streets such as the High Street and Eld Lane - both noted for their
number and variety of small independent and specialist shops.

Lion Walk Shopping Centre was bought by La Salle Investment for £69m in 2008 and comprises 35 units covering
327,000 sq ft including an Apple iStore, Marks & Spencer, BhS, Boots, New Look, HMV, River Island and WH Smith. It
attracts 6 million visitors every year (Lion Walk figures) and it recently underwent the first two stages of a £5m
refurbishment which, by blending state-of-the-art design with historical surroundings, earned it a Commendation in
the British Council of Shopping Centre’s (BCSC) Gold Awards for 2010.

Culver Square Shopping Centre is owned by Prudential Property Investment and covers 340,000 sq ft including
Debenhams, TK Maxx, H&M, Monsoon, Gap and Republic.

There are also two smaller shopping centres in Colchester — St John's

Walk Shopping Centre covering 83,000 sq ft and including Wilkinson, It can only be a good thing for local

businesses in Marks Tey if Colchester
Blacks and Iceland. Priory Walk Shopping Centre covers 48,000 sq ft became a city. The more people who

and includes J Sainsbury, Peacocks and Clarks. visit the area the better it is for all the
businesses — it can only be good. | can’t
see a negative.”

Andy Jackson, Fresh Food Manager, The
Department Store of the Year in an award sponsored by Drapers Food Company, Marks Tey.

magazine.

Colchester is also home to the famous Williams & Griffin department
store, now owned by Fenwicks and named Best Independent

A Warm Welcome: why visitors are choosing Colchester

Colchester is an increasingly popular place to live and work, and it is a major visitor destination as well as a retail
hub.

There are many good reasons to visit Colchester and we are proud to

welcome people to our borough. “Williams & Griffin is a landmark in the

town and I'm proud to be associated
Even a single day spent in the Colchester area reveals a borough with with Colchester and part of its City bid.”

the confidence of a long history, combined with an optimistic and Mark Fenwick, Group Chairman, Fenwick
energetic outlook on the future.

In 2009 alone, visitors made 4.5 million trips to Colchester, including 59,000 stays by overseas visitors and 224,000 by
UK visitors. Of the 4.2 million day trips. 4.2 million were by day trippers (Economic Impact of Tourism 2009
‘Cambridge Model’). In 2010 the VisitColchester Information Centre helped 82,651 people make the most of our
borough and its website attracted an average of 100,000 visitors each month.

As a major tourist destination only 42 minutes by train from the Olympic Park, Colchester’s visitor numbers are set to
grow even further - and work is already underway to further improve the amount and quality of accommodation on
offer.

At present, there is an excellent mix of accommodation to suit all tastes and budgets, from rooms in the Grade I listed
15%-century Red Lion Hotel to the modern Holiday Inn at Eight Ash Green, not to mention the luxury of the Maison
Talbooth Hotel, many welcoming village inns and bed and breakfasts, plus camping and caravanning facilities.

However, thanks to three new developments, the borough will soon offer 277 additional hotel rooms - including
almost a 100% increase in provision within 1 mile of the ancient city centre.

BOOM TIME FOR ACCOMMODATION IN COLCHESTER

Colchester can currently offer 900 hotel rooms within 10 miles  of the town centre. Of those, 145 are within 1 mile of
the centre and 339 between 1 and 5 miles .

In spring 2012, the University of Essex will reopen the Wivenhoe House Hotel as the Edge Hotel School — it will
offer 40 hotel rooms while training future leaders of the hotel and hospitality industry.

Three new hotels are planned near the new firstsite international gallery, at the heart of Colchester’s new
cultural quarter. A hotel on the Grey Friars site will provide 21 guest suites and rooms in a new boutique hotel
development in the Georgian and later buildings of a former convent site. A new hotel in the cultural quarter will offer
another 95 hotel rooms, while a ‘restaurant with rooms’ is also planned for East Hill (it will have 20 rooms).

One new Holiday Inn Express will soon open at Langham with 101 rooms on offer.

There are 150 bed & breakfast and guest house rooms within a 10 mile radius of the centre.



There are approximately 30 self catering units within 10 miles, along with 16 static caravans and over 210
campsite pitches.

The University of Essex offer additional accommodation during student vacations — adding a significant
resource for visiting groups during the key summer season, and for those attending short courses at the University during
the holiday periods.

Visitor attractions and places of interest
There are thousands of reasons why visitors are increasingly drawn "The next few years will be an exciting
to Colchester - but not least because it has more quality-assured time for Colchester, as it looks forward to
visitor attractions than any other town in England. Tourism was the economic benefits which will flow
worth £216.8 million to the borough economy in 2009 and has risen frotr: belngtthe fasg(-:it growing bc;rough
e . in the country, and the opening of a

0 .

by 243% from £63.1 million in 1993 (Source: Economic Impact of world class visual arts facility attracts

Tourism to the Borough of Colchester (Cambridge Model) 2009). further visitors to the town.

There are many sides of Colchester for visitors and residents to “City status would give us the
opportunity of showing that Colchester is

a thriving and forward looking community
as well as being a place of great
We have covered just some to give you a flavour of our borough’s historical significance. First city, and

vibrant tourist and cultural economy. Ié};ss;c[:ighf:’s Ifacl:'tir:is%irpi)nls\gllte?nig;r Fisher

CULTURAL ATTRACTIONS: Pt 1 ART & DRAMA Jones Greenwood LLP.
Colchester is home to four theatres, a renowned arts centre, a vibrant artistic and musical scene and is in the
process of creating a brand-new cultural quarter — which will act as a beacon for culture across East Anglia and
internationally. At its heart will be the brand-new firstsite gallery, designed by renowned architect Rafael Viioly.

explore, including its culture, heritage, vineyards, culinary excellence,
green spaces, events, sports and leisure facilities and shopping centres.

The visual and performing arts organisations in our town centre also contribute over £23million to the economy
each year and support over 400 jobs - figures that are set to grow

significantly with the development of firstsite and the cultural quarter. “We've got everything. We've got the
shops. We have the conveniences and

good transport. | think we have what it
takes to be a city.”

showcasing new writing Dorian Kelly, Colchester Resident
The highly regarded regional theatre that is home to the critically-

acclaimed Mercury Theatre Company, it stages classic works and showcases new writing, as well as working extensively
with the local community.

1. The Mercury Theatre: staging classic works and

The theatre works to enrich people intellectually, emotionally and spiritually, and to reach younger and broader
audiences. The building also houses a studio space, the Digby art gallery (of work by local professional artists) and bar.
130,000 people visit or participate each year.

2. The Headgate Theatre: the community theatre for amateur productions

The popular home of amateur theatre in Colchester with an 80-seat auditorium and large rehearsal studio.

3. Lakeside Theatre: international theatre with a culturally diverse repertoire

At the University of Essex, this is the venue for international and culturally diverse theatre, dance, live art, music, film
and comedy nights. It showcases students’ work and supports community and education work.

4. Colchester Arts Centre: not just for arts, but home to popular community events

A converted church and the venue for events as wide ranging as gigs, farmers’ markets, comedy nights, beer festivals,
performance art and comedy nights. Promotes contemporary arts and commissions live art.

5. Slack Space: using empty shops to promote local art to a new audience

This volunteer-run initiative, launched in 2009, uses empty shops and locations to promote local artists and present new
work to the public. It gets involved in community events like Colchester Carnival (see below) and fundraises for causes
such as aid for those affected by the Japanese earthquake.



6. The Minories Art Gallery: contemporary art in a Georgian setting

A Grade IT* Georgian town house occupied by the Colchester Institute School of Art, Design and Media. Holds
exhibitions by students, the Colchester Art Society and contemporary artists. The Minories Art Café (Love Bistro) is

highly popular and regular rotating exhibitions are shown in the bistro and veranda, with works for sale to the public.

7. Firstsite: the international focal point of a new cultural quarter

A Tate Plus partner, firstsite exists to bring art, artists and audiences together through a programme of contemporary

visual art that is both locally relevant and internationally significant.

In 2011, firstsite will be moving to a new £24 million gallery designed by internationally acclaimed architect Rafael
Vifioly — where it will become the focal point of Colchester’s new cultural quarter and act as a catalyst for a further £50

million regeneration of the area.

Rather than being a traditional art gallery, it will be a cultural and social space with contemporary art at its core, which
will attract visitors from across Europe to experience its vibrant programme of exhibitions, workshops, lectures and

community events.

The new firstsite building will attract a projected 150,000 visitors per year — and will join the front rank of

contemporary art venues in the UK.

8. The Art Exchange: renowned artists and new talent at Essex University

At the University of Essex, this is one of our region’s leading galleries of contemporary visual art, showing the work of

internationally-renowned artists as well as much new talent.

9. The University of Essex Collection of Latin American Art:
unique in Europe

Founded in 1993 with assistance from the Foreign and Commonwealth
Office, this is the only collection in Europe dedicated to modern Latin
American art - containing items from 1900 to the present day. With
more than 600 works by 200 artists from 14 countries, its also runs an
outreach programme of workshops and talks in schools, colleges and
community centres.

10. Art Cafés: culture, coffee and cuisine

There is a variety of popular cafés holding exhibitions, including Slice,
The Artcafé (two branches — one in Colchester and one in West Mersea)
and Level Best Artcafé.

11. Other art attractions

The borough is home to many other cultural attractions, including:

*  The Hay Gallery - local, national and international collections at the
Colchester Institute School of Art, Design and Media.

*  The Gallery, Church Walk - contemporary art, graphic design,
illustration and photography

*  Les Livres Gallery - local art exhibited at Colchester Library

*  The Geedon Gallery - a Fingringhoe gallery mounting two major
annual exhibitions of 20" and 21* century British artists and sculptors
of national and international repute.

*  Dedham Art and Craft Centre - paintings and original work by local
artists and craftsmen

*  Shakespeare House Gallery, Dedham - art gallery

*  Wivenhoe Gallery - art gallery

*  Birch Gallery - watercolours by John Harrison

e Sir Alfred Munnings’ Art Museum, Dedham - home to the largest
single collection of Munnings’ works.

“I fully support Colchester's bid to
become a city! We have all the attributes
of being a city already. Opening in Sept
2011 is the firstsite art facility — an iconic
world class building designed by Raphael
Vifioly for art and community use.
Colchester is a place of culture, heritage
and entrepreneurship - all the things that
make a city great"

Sonia Coode-Adams MBE, President,

firstsite

“Arts Council England strongly welcomes
this bid as Colchester is highly deserving
of city status. We are investing
£5.5million into Colchester’s rich variety
of arts venues, such as firstsite, a new
world-class arts centre which is due to
open in September. Funded by Arts
Council England and other partners, the
centre will not only bring new business,
investment opportunities and jobs to the
town, it will also act as a catalyst to the
regeneration of the St Botolph’s area.
The town is now a major centre for
artists, creating a vibrant hub of creativity
for the local community.”
Andrea Stark, Area Executive Director,
East and South East, Arts Council
England




CULTURAL ATTRACTIONS Pt 2: KEEPING COLCHESTER COOL

Colchester has a vibrant and nationally-renowned music and arts scene, featuring almost nightly gigs, live music,
specialist nights and DJs - taking place in many different venues, from arts centres to pubs and country inns. On
any given evening, it’s not uncommon for around 20 gigs to take place across the borough, with a wide spectrum of
musical styles to choose from.

Daily music and arts events are compiled by a group called Keep Colchester Cool, which has a highly successful
Facebook page with over 2,500 followers. Colchester’s popular culture draws in thousands of young people from the
surrounding area and is a major factor in our thriving night-time economy. The arts and cultural scene also attracts
regular national news coverage that ranges from music to experimental theatre.

Local people also enjoy making music as much as they enjoy attending gigs — a recent appeal for bands to play at
Colchester Free Festival, over 50 local bands applied.

With such levels of support, it’s easy to see why 1 in 14 jobs in Colchester is in the cultural sector — and why
Colchester has emerged as a Mecca for the arts in East Anglia.

HERITAGE ATTRACTIONS
As Britain’s oldest recorded town, and its first Roman city, Colchester’s heritage is a major asset. There are 22
conservation areas and 1,555 listed buildings in Colchester borough.

These popular attractions all help visitors and residents interpret our rich history and heritage, and learn how it has
shaped our present-day borough.

1. Colchester Castle Museum
This multi award-winning museum is situated in Colchester Castle - where the largest Norman keep in Britain is built
on the foundations of a Roman temple dedicated to the Emperor Claudius.

There has been a museum housed in the castle since 1860 it has Iron Age and Roman collections that are designated
as being of international importance. The museum’s collection includes some of the finest Late Iron Age and Roman
artefacts in Britain, including the Roman ‘Colchester Vase’, the tombstone of Roman Centurion Marcus Favonius
Facilis and the ‘Dagenham Idol’, a neolithic figure carved from pinewood in ¢.2250 BC and one of the oldest
representations of the human form known in the British Isles.

Colchester Castle Museum (and the Museums Service as a whole) works closely with schools and local people to
bring its treasures and history to a wider community audience.

88,337 people visited this collection of national and international importance during 2009/10 (Colchester & Ipswich
Museum Service). Our collaborative museums service — Colchester and Ipswich Museums Service - is also outstanding
for offering exceptional provision to residents in two counties.

2. Hollytrees Museum: about families, for families
A museum of family and domestic life over the last 300 years, situated in a beautiful Georgian town house.
The museum is free, and is very popular with schools and families who enjoy its hands-on interpretations, including

the chance to create silhouette portraits and listen to the life stories of real people. 38,991 people visited Hollytrees
Museum in 2009/10 (Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service).

3. Natural History Museum: biodiversity and climate change over two millennia

Housed in the former All Saints Church, the Natural History Museum focuses on North East Essex’s rich natural
heritage - covering the rich biodiversity of the Essex coast and the effects of climate change over thousands of years. Its
hands-on displays are popular with schools and families, and it has a nature reserve in the adjoining churchyard. 32,645
people visited in 2009/10 (Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service).

4. Tymperleys: home of the ‘father of electricity’
This 15th century timber-framed house was home to the Gilberd family and later William Gilberd, the ‘father of
electricity’ and doctor to Elizabeth I. He was born there in 1544.




5. Mersea Island Museum: our coastal story

This independent museum tells the story of Mersea Island’s fishing, oystering, wildfowling and boat-building heritage.
It also has a reconstruction of a typical weather-boarded fisherman’s cottage, complete with a Victorian kitchen range.

6. Tiptree Visitor Centre: the story of the Royal conserve “It would only be a good thing if

makers Colchester became a City — it can only
benefit the area.”

Part of the European Route of Industrial Heritage, this centre is on the ] .
Walter Scott, Joint MD, Wilkin and Sons.

site of where the first Tiptree conserves were made in 1885 by Wilkin
and Sons. Home to Wilkin’s tea room, jam museum and jam shop. HM The Queen visited in 2010 as the firm celebrated
its 125-year anniversary.

7. Layer Marney Tower: popular with families and home to events and festivals

The tallest Tudor gate tower in England with a Grade II listed garden, this grand home was constructed by Henry 1st
Lord Marney but never finished. The tower, garden, farm, play area, shop and tea room are open to the public from
April to September - and Layer Marney is also a popular venue for events and festivals. 9,856 people visited in 2009
(Visit England).

8. St John’s Abbey Gateway

The St John’s Abbey Gateway is a pinnacled gatehouse decorated in East Anglian 'flushwork’ and is the only remaining
part of Colchester’s Benedictine abbey. The gatehouse was built c.1400 after the Peasant’s Revolt gave the abbey good
reason to strengthen its defences. Later belonging to the Royalist Lucas family, the gateway was bombarded by
Parliamentarian soldiers during the Civil War siege of 1648. Today it overlooks Colchester’s developing cultural
quarter.

9. Colchester’s Roman Circus

Colchester is home to the only known Roman Circus in Britain. It was discovered by Colchester Archaeological Trust
during excavations in 2002, and which discovered the circus’s dimensions were almost the same as those of the circus in
Segunto, Spain - 354 x 73 metres.

An appeal saw Colchester residents raise £240,000 for the circus, and the money will be used to transform the former
Garrison Education Centre — near the starting gates of the circus - into a base for Colchester Archaeological Trust,
which will be used to interpret the site. Future plans include raising £750,000 from private trusts to create a museum,
café and shop within the building and then to create a visitor attraction in the centre’s gardens, which lead up to the
circus starting gates.

10. Heritage is all around us..,
Colchester has some of the richest heritage of any town or city in the UK, and it would be impossible to list every
attraction. These are just a small number of additional venues popular with both residents and visitors.

*  Butt Road Roman Church - likely to be the earliest know Christian church in Britain. During excavations
in the 1980s, 371 Roman graves and a long, narrow building were excavated. The building was constructed
between AD 320 and AD 340 and was oriented east to west, with a wooden screen dividing the building and
two rows of posts forming aisles. The building is believed to be an early Christian church - and if correct, this
would make it the earliest known of its kind in Britain.

* St Helen’s Chapel. This building dates from the 12" and 13" centuries and incorporates Roman brick.
According to the 14"-century Chronicle of Colchester, the chapel was founded by St Helena - Colchester’s
patron saint — and refounded by Eudo Dapifer, steward to William I. Closed in 1539 after the dissolution of St
John’s Abbey, the chapel has since been used as a house, school, library, Quaker meeting house and
warehouse. It is an Orthodox chapel, once more dedicated to St Helena.

*  Shalom Hall. A yellow brick and stucco early Victorian house with a fine collection of 17th and 18th century
furniture, Sévres porcelain and portraits by Gainsborough and Reynolds. Open during August.




*  Bourne Mill.16th century fishing lodge converted into a mill, with much intact machinery. National Trust
property open Thursdays and Sundays in July and August. 1,223 people visited in 2009 (Visit England).

* St Michael’s and All Angels Church. In Copford, this 12th century church contains magnificent medieval
frescoes uncovered in the late 19th century and restored circa 1990.

TRANSPORT HERITAGE ATTRACTIONS

With close links to the sea and a proud railway heritage, transport heritage is a significant attraction of the
Colchester area.

1. East Anglian Railway Museum

Based at Chappel Station, about six miles from central Colchester, this museum has a major collection of railway
architecture, steam and diesel locomotives, carriages and other artefacts that tell the story of East Anglia’s railway
heritage. It welcomes approximately 80,000 visitors annually and belongs to the European Route of Industrial Heritage.

The museum also hosts two popular annual beer festivals and was the venue for Britpop band Blur’s first ever gig in
1988 - the band came back for a warm-up date before its 2009 tour.

2. Nottage Maritime Institute
A registered charity in Wivenhoe established in 1896, the NMI L , .

. o | think we’ve got everything in the
teaches Royal Yachting Association Shorebased Courses among making for a perfect city.”
others. It also houses a maritime museum with a fine collection of Michelle Foley, Local Resident
paintings, photographs and models.

COLCHESTER ZOO

Colchester Zoo is one of the best European zoos with a highly-effective development programme, and is a winner of
the “Large Visitor Attraction of the Year” Award and the “Sustainable Tourism Award” from the East of England
Tourist Board for its efforts in recycling and green practices.

One of the most modern zoos in the world

Colchester Zoo is one of the most modern zoos in the world, with an ongoing reinvestment programme to create
naturalistic enclosures for over 260 rare and endangered species. Its latest development is Orangutan Forest and it is
also home to the Playa Patagonia, the sea lion pool with a 24m viewing tunnel under water, a Komodo Dragon
enclosure, wallaby walkabout, rare Amur, leopards, tigers and the sun bears.

The Wild About Animals Theatre holds daily presentations in addition to regular displays, and the zoo is
exceptionally popular with families and schools, as well as visitors. It also offers adventure play areas, an undercover soft
play complex, road train rides, panning for gold and a new undercover Discovery Centre.

The zoo also has a charity, Action for the Wild, which is dedicated to assisting conservation projects worldwide
including its own project: the UmPhafa Private Nature Reserve in KwaZulu Natal, South Africa.

Open daily, Colchester Zoo welcomed 517,178 visitors in 2009 (Visit England).

GREEN SPACES

The jewel in the crown of the borough’s green spaces is the award-winning Castle Park, boasting over 1 million
visitors per year — but Colchester is also home to nature reserves, heritage gardens, an archaeological park,
meadows, islands and many other open spaces for residents and visitors to explore and enjoy.

We are also lucky in that a number of our open spaces are on the English Heritage Register of Parks and Gardens of
Special Historic Interest in England. They include Colchester Castle Park, Layer Marney Tower Gardens (see ‘Heritage’
above) and Wivenhoe Park. Gosbecks Archaeological Park and Hilly Fields are also distinguished as Scheduled Ancient
Monuments.

1. High Woods Country Park — woods and grassland near the heart of Colchester

Covering 134 hectares to the north of central Colchester. Formerly part of the Royal Forest of Kingswood, the land was
given to the people of Colchester by King Henry VIII in 1535. About one third is woodland and the remainder is a
patchwork of grassland, scrub, marsh and wildflower meadows.



The park’s Visitor Centre contains the Ranger's office and a selection of hands-on interactive displays about the
country park, as well as a small shop selling refreshments, books, activity trail leaflets for children and mementoes.
Estimated 150,000 visitors annually (CBC).

2. Castle Park: ‘Britain’s Best Park’

The award-winning park in central Colchester is the setting for the renowned Colchester Castle and its museum (see
above). Designated Grade II in the English Heritage Register of Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest in
England it has consistently been awarded Green Flag status.

The park is the location for 21 gun salutes in the Queen’s honour (Colchester is one of only two towns in mainland
Britain with privilege of making these) and it is the venue for an extraordinary array of events, from food festivals and
community fairs to the renowned Colchester Carnival (see ‘Events’ below).

The park is divided into an Upper and Lower Park by the Roman Town Wall. The Upper Park consists of formal
flower beds and gardens, a Sensory Garden, a brand-new children's playground as well as two award winning museums.
It now boasts around 550 mature trees, 100 staked trees, 5000 shrubs, and each year it plants 52,000 bedding plants,
50,000 bulbs and around 20,000 plants in the badge bed and 3D sculptures.

Lower Castle Park includes a boating lake and is bisected by the picturesque River Colne. offers the perfect venue for
fairs, festivals, open-air concerts and displays. You can also take picturesque walks along the River Colne.

Colchester Castle Park was most recently awarded “Britain's Best Park” in 2009 and Best Local Authority Floral
Display in Anglia in Bloom 2010.

The park covers 13.5 hectares, including the adjacent Bull Meadow - a local nature reserve.

Castle Park has over 1 million visitors annually (CBC figures)

3. Gosbeck’s Archaeological Park - site of the largest Roman theatre in Britain

50 acres of open grassland and home to the site of the largest known Roman theatre in Britain, an impressive Romano-
Celtic temple complex and the Royal household of Cunobelin. This Scheduled Ancient Monument offers visitors a mix
of fascinating archaeological evidence, historic and natural landscape and country walks. The theatre, temple and
portico - its corridor is almost % mile long - are fully indicated in outline.

4. Wivenhoe Park - the landscaped park painted by Constable

Covering approximately 34 acres around Wivenhoe House - now the Wivenhoe House Hotel at the University of Essex.
The park was originally landscaped by Richard Woods and was later drawn and painted by Constable. Open to the
public, the University has owned the park since 1964. Nearby Wivenhoe Wood (22 hectares) is fine coppice woodland
and Wivenhoe Marsh, a 5 hectare area of former grazing marsh, are both on the east bank of the Colne estuary.

5. Fingringhoe Wick — Essex Wildlife Trust’s first nature reserve

Home to over 250 species of birds and 350 species of flowering plants, Fingringhoe Wick was Essex Wildlife Trust’s first
nature reserve, and the first with a visitor centre. It has a viewing tower with panoramic views and is popular with
families, organised wildlife groups, school parties and walkers.

6. Abberton Reservoir — internationally important for water birds

Abberton Reservoir, a 496 hectare Essex & Suffolk Water reservoir, is internationally important for wild duck, swan and
other water birds. The surrounding nature reserve is managed by Essex Wildlife Trust, and was created in 1975 with
advice from conservationist Sir Peter Scott. The visitor centre was built with the support of Essex & Suffolk Water and
Colchester Borough Council and a large extension to the reservoir is currently being constructed.

7. Abbotts Hall Farm - restoring nationally threatened habitats

This 280 hectare site was bought by the Essex Wildlife Trust in 2000 with the support of WWEF-UK, the Environment

Agency, English Nature and the Heritage Lottery Fund. The seawall has been breached to return about half of the area
to saltmarsh, saline lagoons and grazing marsh - all nationally threatened habitats. The remaining area is farmed in a

wildlife-friendly way.




8. St Botolph’s Priory — an accessible public green space

The grounds of St Botolph’s Priory in Colchester town centre were improved in 2010 to create a more accessible public
green space for visits, events and picnics. Work was completed on trees, hedgerows, new paths, seats and bins. £80,000
was awarded for the project by the Haven Gateway Partnership.

9. Abbey Fields — heart of a new urban village

Abbey Fields is an exceptional site made up of 29 hectares of open parkland including a sports pavilion, running track,
various pitches and a number of large mature trees. The heart of the former garrison (building of a new garrison is
underway), the parkland will become the centrepiece of a new urban village to the south of Colchester town centre —
which will be home to a new primary school, health centre, and improved pedestrian and cycle links to the town centre.
Where possible buildings and facilities will be retained and improved to enhance the area’s existing character.

Abbey Fields is also the site where the only Roman Circus in Britain has been discovered, and will become home to an

education centre - opening up discovery of the site to all.

10. Green space in every neighbourhood...

Public green spaces are vital to Colchester’s urban and rural communities, as well as being popular

amenities for visitors. These are some of the other public green spaces in our borough:

Recreation Ground. Formerly the drill ground of the Napoleonic Barracks, it was opened in 1885 as
Colchester’s first public open space. Today it is popular for events like fétes and circuses, as well as children’s

activities.

East Bay Meadow. Recently tidied and improved, the meadow was first presented to the town as a recreation

ground in 1934.
Lexden Park. Seven hectares of old parkland and mature

woodland adjoining a wildflower meadow and ornamental lake.

Managed as a local nature reserve since 1981.

Lexden Gathering Grounds. A former gathering ground for
water that flowed from its springs.

Lexden Springs. Ancient meadowland with a freshwater
spring.

Salary Brook. 20 hectares of marsh, wet grassland and ponds at
the eastern fringe of urban Colchester.

Welsh Wood. 2.7 hectares of ancient woodland.

Bullock Wood. A rare surviving medieval plantation in north
Colchester.

Ray Island. A popular picnic spot for boating enthusiasts,
between Mersea Island and the mainland.

Cudmore Grove Country Park. Adjacent to the Colne estuary
on Mersea Island.

Tiptree Heath. The largest remaining area of heathland in

“Colchester is not just an historic town, it
is the fastest growing borough in the
country. It houses one of Britain’s four
“super garrisons”, home of 16 Air Assault
Brigade recently returned from
Afghanistan, and the Colchester-based
University of Essex is the country’s most
international university with around 130
different countries represented.

“Colchester’s proud record and its
ambitions for a bright future makes it an
ideal choice to become Essex’s first city

“As a former Mayor of Colchester, |
have no hesitation in supporting the
application.”

Bob Russell, MP for Colchester

Essex. The nearby Tiptree Parish Field is wet grassland that has probably never been ploughed.

Friday Wood. 90 hectares of ancient woodland south of urban Colchester. Also nearby is Roman River Valley
Nature Reserve, a mosaic of ancient and recent woodland, scrub, grassland, heath and fen.

The Moors. A hilly green area between the river Colne and Hythe Hill, maintained by local volunteer group,

the Moors Movement.

Also to the west and north-west of urban Colchester: Iron Latch (flower-rich meadow and coppiced wood),
Fordham Heath (ancient wet heathland), Hoe Wood (ancient coppiced wood), Hillhouse Wood (open
ancient woodland) and Sergeant’s Orchard (arable fields and a 19' century orchard).

VINEYARDS

The Romans first planted vines in the Colchester area and - while not public - our modern vineyards are popular
open spaces and significant tourist attractions.




1. Carter’s Vineyard

At Boxted, this vineyard covers 40 acres and is also home to wildflower meadows, lakes and woodlands powered by
wind and solar energy. Open Easter to October for vineyard tours, nature trails and to study the alternative energy
project.

2. Mersea Vineyard “[City Status] does have the opportunity
Vineyard on Mersea Island offering tastings of its own award-winning to put Colchester firmly back on the
wines and beers. map.”

Will Quince, Conservative Councillor and

Major Events
J PPC for Colchester in the 2010 general
Hardly a week passes without a popular event being staged in our election.

borough, and not just through the spring and summer months. The
majority of them are grass-roots events, organised by local people - often with the support of businesses, Colchester
Borough Council or other local organisations.

Many of these events attract visitors from all over East Anglia and beyond, and are an important aspect of our thriving
visitor economy. Below are some of the most significant annual events.

1. Colchester Medieval Festival and Oyster Fayre (4-5 June 2011) - the biggest fair of its kind
Described by The Sunday Times as “A tour de force in medievalism that’s the biggest of its type in Europe", this event is
a full medieval-style fair that stages many period activities, from strong man challenges and backswording to falconry,
archers, storytellers, puppetry and more - recreating an era when people would travel from the countryside and villages
to attend the ‘big fair’ in town. Organised by volunteers, it is sponsored by local businesses and supported by Colchester
Borough Council and other organisations.

2. Colchester Food and Drink Festival (25-26 June 2011) — a proud national reputation

This is one of the first-rank food festivals in East Anglia and it has a national reputation - even though it has been
running since only 2004. Taking place in Castle Park, it attracts 10,000 people per day. Organised by local company
Snake in the Grass.

3. Colchester Carnival (16 July 2011)

This popular event has undergone a renaissance as a completely not-for-profit, voluntary enterprise organised by
Colchester Round Table. This year, the main event will be focused on a parade of floats through Colchester’s streets,
reaching the High Street by early evening. Throughout the day there will family events taking place in central shopping
centres and Castle Park, where there’ll also be an evening of music.

The Carnival’s principal sponsor is Weston Homes plc, but it has won sponsorship and support from a wide range
of local businesses and organisations. All profits from the Carnival will go back to the local community. Colchester
Round Table is working in conjunction with Grassroots, a local charity, to invite Colchester good causes to seek grants
from the money raised. This money will be distributed within a few months of the Carnival.

4. Colchester Free Festival (27 August 2011) - community led, not-for-profit, attracting thousands

A not-for-profit volunteer-led event to celebrate Colchester’s music, art

and culture, the Colchester Free Festival last year attracted 15,000 people “| was just really surprised Colchester
to Castle Park to see a huge variety of bands play and enjoy stalls wasn’t a city!”
manned by food producers, businesses, community groups, fair trade John Vesty, Visitor and Norfolk Resident

and organic produce suppliers and many others. This year the event is
sponsored by Lion Walk Shopping Centre and Keep Colchester Cool.

5. Heritage Open Days (8-11 September) — a major destination for this national scheme

More than 30 historic sites open to the public during this national event, including Colchester Town Hall, TS Colne
Light Ship, Audley Chapel, Bourne Mill and others. Last year an estimated 9,000 people took part.




6. Colchester Winter Street Fair and Colchester Christmas Market (December 2011) — two winter
highlights

Each year, the Colchester Winter Street Fair attracts over 12,000 visitors and Colchester Christmas Market in Castle
Park is a highlight of the winter season.

7. Colchester Oyster Feast — the civic ceremony every citizen has the chance to attend

On the last Friday in October, Colchester’s mayor hosts the grand civic Oyster Feast in the Moot Hall - in Colchester’s
town hall. The feast has its origins in the 14th century St Denis Fair, and the modern event dates to 1845 when it was
incorporated into the civic calendar the then Mayor of Colchester Thomas Wolton.

Today, the feast is attended by civic dignitaries and prominent guests from across the UK - but the Mayor also invites
Colchester citizens by public lottery to ensure every citizen has a chance to attend.

The feast is closely related to another major event, the annual opening of Colchester’s ancient oyster fishery. Taking
place on 1* September each year, Colchester’s mayor proclaims the fishery open before raising a loyal toast to the
Queen. A telegram is also sent to the Queen at Balmoral Castle stating: “According to ancient custom and charter dating
back to Norman times, the mayor and councillors of the Colchester Borough Council will formally proclaim the
opening of the Colne Oyster Fishery for the coming season and will drink to your Majesty’s long life and health and
request respectfully to offer to your Majesty their expressions of dutiful loyalty and devotion.”

8. Essex Book Festival (March 2011) — a vibrant arm of this countywide event

Nine venues in Colchester take part in this countywide event to encourage readers to widen their choices and to
promote new writers. Colchester is also home to three of the country’s best independent bookshops (as nominated by
the Guardian) - the equal highest, with Brighton, of any town or city in the country.

9. Other major events in Colchester...
These are just some of the other popular events taking place in Colchester each year:
*  Regattas. Well-attended regattas at Wivenhoe (May), Rowhedge (June) and West Mersea (August).
¢ Colchester Craft and Country Show. A new event that took place in Castle Park (April 23-25). Included all
day entertainment including birds of prey, working dogs, children's entertainment as well as arts, crafts, gifts
and food marquees. A Companion Dog Show took place on the Monday.
¢ Colchester Lecture. Organised by Mosaic Publicity, speakers in recent years have included Simon Weston,
Adam Hart-Davies, Rafael Vifioly and Lord Winston.
*  Roman River Festival. Top classical, jazz and folk musicians give concerts in ancient churches along the
Roman River Valley.

Events are promoted by Colchester Borough Council’s VisitColchester Information Centre, which also offers a free
service to event organisers to promote their events at www.visitcolchester.com.

Sport and Leisure Facilities

Colchester is home to a wide variety of sports and leisure facilities, run by the Borough Council, businesses and
voluntary groups (and sometimes a combination of them in partnership) - meaning there’s plenty to choose from
for residents and visitors alike.

SPORTS FACILITIES

Colchester Borough Council runs four main sports centres under the ‘Leisure World’ brand. The main Leisure
World venue is one of four designated training centres in Colchester for the 2012 Olympics - along with Colchester
Garrison, the University of Essex and the SD Martial Arts Centre.

Together the Leisure World venues offer a competition standard pool, teaching pool, leisure pool, many squash and
badminton courts, sports pitches, tennis courts and a huge variety of sports and fitness classes. The venues are situated

in central Colchester, Highwoods and Tiptree and two of them are shared with schools.




Among the many sports facilities provided by businesses and voluntary groups are:

1. Weston Homes Community Stadium — a destination venue for East Anglia

The 10,000 seat Weston Homes Community Stadium opened in 2008 as the new home of Colchester United Football
Club. The cost was largely met by Colchester Borough Council, which owns the stadium and leases it to CUFC as
tenants.

Much more than a venue for football, the community stadium provides a unique opportunity for the residents of
Colchester, Essex and the East of England to participate in, and benefit from, a diverse range of sporting, recreational,
social and economic and regeneration activities.

The stadium has also become the leading conference and banqueting venue in the region and it hosts sporting and
social events, including three England international fixtures, boxing dinners, darts opens, comedy nights, music
concerts, fashion shows and awards ceremonies.

Weston Home Community Stadium is also home to Colchester United Community Sports Trust (CUCST), one of the
leading sports charities in the country which delivers safe and affordable activities that bring together all members of the
community, regardless of background.

2. Colchester Garrison Sports Ground - at the heart of the new urban village
This 8-lane athletics track, which was opened in 1983, is financed by the Army, Colchester Borough Council, the local
education authority and the National Sports Council was opened at the garrison in 1983.

The existing cricket pitch and pavilion are being retained along with the running track, pavilion and pitches as Abbey
Field is developed into an urban village (see ‘Green Spaces’ above). All these facilities will have improved public access
and the public will also be able to use (subject to some restrictions) the new MOD swimming pool, squash courts and

gymnasium in the new garrison complex. (Garrison Masterplan 2002).

3. Colchester Physical Training and Recreation Centre — a choice of indoor sports

This centre is used for basketball, judo, indoor volleyball and weightlifting and contains eight badminton courts (Essex
Legacy 2012).

4. The Sports Centre, University of Essex — world class facilities, shared with the public

Open to students, staff and members of the public, The Sports Centre offers extensive indoor and outdoor sports
facilities including the £1.4m Evolve gym, which opened in July 2010 - it features over 130 stations and state-of-the-art
fitness technology in light, spacious air-conditioned surroundings. It also has a large sports hall, badminton courts,
squash courts, tennis courts, a climbing wall, and a full range of outdoor all weather courts and pitches - for cricket,
football, hockey and rugby. There’s also a frisbee golf course, artificial cricket wickets and nets, a floodlit grass training
area, floodlit synthetic turf pitch plus jogging and orienteering routes. England National League basketball matches have
been hosted here.

5. Colchester School of Gymnastics — purpose built and with hundreds of young members

A purpose-built 6,000 sq ft gymnasium including a sprung floor and foam-filled pit area. The gymnastics facility
accredited by the sport's national governing body. The club currently has over 600 young members.

6. Essex Martial Arts Centre for Excellence (SD Martial Arts Centre) — purpose built for all to use

The centre offers a purpose built martial arts centre and holds classes in Judo, Tae Kwon-Do and wresting that cater for
everyone's individual needs in a fun, safe environment. It is also currently home to Colchester Amateur Boxing Club
(Essex Legacy 2012).

7. Monkwick Sports Centre — inspiring the community to get sporty

Containing an adiZone outdoor gym, basketball court, football and tennis areas, plus a climbing wall, the centre is there
to inspire the local community to get involved in sport. It has permanent installations measuring 625m” and boasts




sporting facilities inspired by Olympic and Paralympic sports. Funded by Colchester Borough Council, Colchester2020,
NHS North East Essex and Colchester Blackwater Schools Sports Partnership.

LEISURE FACILITIES

Colchester’s leisure facilities are popular with residents of all ages and draw in visitors from a large geographical
area. They include:

1. Rollerworld - the finest roller-skating rink in Europe

A 25m x 50m maple floor roller-skating rink that’s internationally recognised as the “finest in Europe”, offering facilities
for complete beginning right through to international competitors. It is also home to Quasar, a futuristic laser game for
competitors aged 8 and up.

2. Go Bananas - on East Anglia’s biggest play frame

A 12,000 sq ft indoor adventure play company for 5-12 year olds, housing East Anglia's biggest play frame - the 3 storey
Jungle Adventure. There’s a large children's village for under 5s and an indoor climbing wall.

3. Childsplay Adventureland — families flock to this indoor play facility

An indoor play facility for the under 9s including an extensive play frame, spooky area, ball fountain and self-contained
mini frame.

4. Clarice House - afirst class spa and an AA Rosette restaurant

The Colchester branch of this prestigious spa chain is based in a country house set in parkland. Also home to Juniper,
an AA Rosette restaurant.

5. Walking facilities — exploring Colchester on foot

Colchester Borough Council provides footpath leaflets for individual green spaces and guided walks led by trained
walk leaders. The council’s sports development team is also working on new easy access walks that are pushchair and
wheelchair friendly.

Walk Colchester is a new green community mapping project that aims to record and protect Colchester's paths,
parks, woodland and open spaces, and promotes enjoyable, accessible, informed pedestrianism for walkers of all ages
and abilities. It also publishes footpath maps and themed walking guides.

6. A Cycling Town — miles of cycleways, connected to the National Cycling Network

Colchester is a town with more than 21 miles of dedicated cycleways of the town and it includes a section of National
Cycle Network Routes 1 and 51. In 2008 Colchester was designated as a Cycling Town, bringing an investment of £4.2
million over three years to improve cycle paths and signs, offer Bikeability training for children and adults, publish
leaflets and maps, and encourage sharing of space and courtesy between cyclists and pedestrians. The project is being
delivered by Cycle Colchester, a collaboration between Essex County Council, Colchester Borough Council, local
cycling groups and other organisations with funding from Cycling England.

Community and interest groups in the Colchester area
Colchester is an engaged community, with a lively variety of community and interest groups covering a wide range
of topics, concerns and interests.

The impetus for Colchester’s bid for city status came from one of these community groups - Destination Colchester,
an independent community interest company established to promote and improve Colchester for the benefit of its
residents, workers and visitors. This bid has been prepared by Destination Colchester and volunteers within the
borough community — and has therefore cost the local taxpayer nothing, bar advisory time from Colchester Borough
Council officers.




Grassroots community involvement like this is a hallmark of Colchester life, and why it is home to a bright

constellation of community and interest groups. This section provides just a brief overview of some of the best known.

Arts

Colchester Art Society . Founded in
1946 and now one of the UK most
celebrated art societies, it currently
has over 200 members. Its
permanent collection of member's
work is one of the most significant
private collections in the country and
it holds an annual Fine Art Open
Exhibition.

Colchester Film Makers Clu b.
Affiliated to the Institute of Amateur
Cinematographers and supported by
the National Lottery — Awards for All
Colchester Photographic Societ vy

Music

Colchester Symphony Orchestra
the Colchester Sinfonietta and the
Kingfisher Ensemble

Colchester Bach O rchestra and
Colchester Philharmonic

The Colchester Band : traditional
brass band

Colchester Chamber Choir
Colchester Accordion Orchestra
Colchester Tudor Dance Society
Danse Royal : classes and performing
group

Colne Valley Youth Orchestra and
Colne Valley Training Orchestra
Colchester Folk Club

Colchester - the signs of a city

Colchester Folk Dance Club
Colchester Morris  Men

St. Botolph's Music Society
symphony orchestra and concert
choir

Colchester Operatic Society
founded 1924, membership over 150
West Bergholt Concert Band
Wivenhoe F olk Club

Wivenhoe Gilbert and Sullivan
Society

Friendly

Colchester Caledonian Society
Colchester Anglo -Italian Society
Colchester Town Twinning Society
Colchester Anglo -French Circle
Camulodunum Speakers Club

History and Heritage

Colchester Civic Societ y
Colchester Recalled Oral History
Group

Essex Society for Archaeology and
Histor y

Colchester Archaeological Trust
Colchester Archaeological Group
Friends of Colchester Museums
Lexden History Group

Mersea Island Society

Wivenhoe Society

Outdoor

Colne -Stour Countryside
Association

Dedham Vale Society — membership
over 800

Colchester in Bloom

Colchester Natural History Society

- founded 1953

Colchester Rose & Horticultural
Society

Tiptree Garden Club & Horticultural
Society —founded 1903, membership
over 100

Transport

North East Essex Tractor and
Engine Club

Colchester Model Aircraft Club
Colchester Model Car Club
Colchester Society of Model &
Experimental Engineers - founded
1946

East Anglian Fighting Vehicle
Group

Drama

Orpen Players
Wivenhoe Youth Theat re

This bid has put many different aspects of Colchester under the spotlight — from our role as a

commercial and cultural centre and our rapid growth as a popular place to live and work, right through

to our heritage, open spaces, grassroots organisations and welcome to visitors.

And while we're proud to look back to the time when the Romans built their first British city here, our

evolution into a 21*-century city has been more organic.

Yes, we're growing. Yes, we've an international outlook. Yes, we’re home to a leading university and a

major garrison. And yes, our private sector is expanding to meet the needs of today’s economy.

But the real reason we believe we’re a city is because we’ve started to think of ourselves as belonging to one.

As one supporter posted on our Facebook page: “Most people think it's a city.
We hope we soon will be - officially.

'”
.
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1. Colchester Castle
Our award-winning museum in England’s largest Norman keep

The first Royal castle built outside London, Colchester Castle is built on the foundations of the Roman
temple of Claudius and has the largest Norman keep in England. It was besieged by King John in 1216.

Today the castle houses an award-winning museum with a collection of national and international
importance, and the Museums Service works closely with schools and local people to bring its treasures to
a wide community audience.

2. firstsite
An international art gallery at the heart of a new cultural quarter

Opening in September 2011, this £26 million gallery has been designed by the internationally-renowned
architect Rafael Vinoly. It will be a cultural and social space with contemporary art at its core, which will
attract visitors from across Europe to experience a vibrant programme of exhibitions, workshops, lectures
and community events. It will also act as a catalyst for a further £50 million regeneration of its surrounding
area — a cultural quarter with a lively grassroots. (CGI image).



3 & 4. Colchester Castle Park
Best park in Britain and Green Flag Award winner

Designated Grade II in the English Heritage Register of Parks and Gardens of
Special Historic Interest in England, Castle Park has consistently been
awarded Green Flag status.

The park is the location for 21 gun salutes in the Queen’s honour (Colchester
is one of only two towns in mainland Britain with privilege of making these)
and it is the venue for an extraordinary array of events, from food festivals and
community fairs to the renowned Colchester Carnival.

Colchester Castle Park was most recently awarded “Britain's Best Park” in
2009 and Best Local Authority Floral Display in Anglia in Bloom 2010.




5. Colchester Garrison
Gryphon House
Gryphon House is the headquarters of 16 Air Assault Brigade.

The British Army garrison is an integral part of Colchester’s
community and there is a great sense of mutual support between
the garrison and the town.

Since 1946, regiments based in Colchester have been granted the
freedom of the borough - it was granted to 16 Air Assault Brigade
in 2008 in appreciation of the public service they provide.

6. Colchester Garrison
Personnel Recovery Centre (CGl image)

Colchester Garrison is at the forefront of care for sick,
wounded and injured personnel, and the first new Personnel
Recovery Centre - funded by Help for Heroes and the Royal
British Legion - is now being constructed. It will cater for up to
20 full-time residents and 40 day visitors, and will also contain
two en suite rooms for families. The centre will be run jointly
by the Royal British Legion and the Army. (CGI image).



7. University of Essex
Library and Ivor Crewe Lecture Hall

With more than 9,000 students from 142 countries, the UK's most
international campus university is based in our borough.

This image shows the university library, with the Ivor Crewe
Lecture Hall to the left. The Lecture Hall won a Civic Trust Award
in 2008 and the judges praised it by commenting: “The highly-

polished stainless steel cladding reflects existing mature trees and
passing people, giving a lively people-centred feel to the area”

8. University of Essex
Learning Centre and Albert Sloman library

Home to some of the best academic departments in the country,
the University was recently ranked by the national Research
Assessment Exercise as ninth out of 159 UK universities for the
quality of its research.



9. University of Essex

Institute for Social and Economic Research (ISER)

ISER specialises in the production and analysis of longitudinal data
- evidence which tracks changes in the lives of the same individuals
over time.

10. University of Essex
Ariel view

The University is vital to Colchester’s economy and is a major
employer. Its facilities and resources are often shared with the
public, and it is host to the University of Essex Knowledge
Gateway, the new home for social and scientific research and to
business space with the potential to create up to 2,000 jobs
locally.

The University’s international outlook will soon be expressed in
the iconic new Institute for Democracy and Conflict
Resolution, designed by alumnus Daniel Libeskind - the
masterplan architect for the reconstruction of the World Trade
Center site.



11 & 12. Lion Walk and Culver Square
Colchester: a top 50 UK retail centre

Lion Walk Shopping Centre (right) was bought by La Salle Investment for £69m in 2008 and
comprises 35 units covering 327,000 sq ft including an Apple iStore, Marks & Spencer, BhS,
Boots, New Look, HMV, River Island and WH Smith. It attracts 6 million visitors every year
(Lion Walk figures) and it recently underwent the first two stages of a £5m refurbishment
which, by blending state-of-the-art design with historical surroundings, earned it a
Commendation in the British Council of Shopping Centre’s (BCSC) Gold Awards for 2010.

Culver Square Shopping Centre (above) is owned by Prudential Property Investment and
covers 340,000 sq ft including Debenhams, TK Maxx, H&M, Monsoon, Gap and Republic.




13 & 14. Colchester High Street
A beacon for shoppers and a thriving night-time economy

Our High Street follows the line of the Roman Via Praetoria, but today it is a main shopping thoroughfare
with bars, clubs and bistros that contribute to a bustling night-time economy. Colchester Town Hall’s 50m
Edwardian ‘Victoria Tower’ dominates the skyline and gives the High Street its main focal point.

Colchester is now one of 38 retail centres classified as a Primary Centre in the 2010 Retail Footprint survey
published by CACI, and the High Street plays an essential role in attracting visitors.

Colchester High Street is also home to the famous Williams & Griffin department store, now owned by
Fenwicks and named Best Independent Department Store of the Year in an award sponsored by Drapers
magazine




15 & 16. A thriving independent retail sector
Sir Isaac’s Walk and Scheregate Steps

Colchester has a thriving independent retail sector, and its small shops and boutiques are a major attraction
for visitors and residents. Private sector jobs in Colchester rose 11.5% between 1998 and 2008, and small
businesses like these played their part in achieving this.

Pictured above is Sir Isaac’s Walk, named after Sir Isaac Rebow, MP for Colchester and - according to
Daniel Defoe - several times host to King William III. Sir Isaac’s Walk leads to Eld Lane, another popular
street dominated by independent shops.

Above right is a view leading to Scheregate Steps, a gateway cut through the Roman city wall to provide
access to St. John's Abbey and the medieval suburb.



17. Trinity Street

At the heart of Colchester and its heritage

Another popular shopping street with independent shops, cafés, bars and boutiques, Trinity Street leads to
the Saxon Church of Holy Trinity. Tymperleys, home of William Gilberd is also reached via this
thoroughfare.

18. Crouch Street

A specialist shopping area

Crouch Street is one of Colchester’s most popular specialist shopping areas, and is home to a wide range of
niche and high-quality businesses, ranging from an exceptional butcher and delicatessen to antiques shops
and hairdressers.



19. ‘Jumbo’
Our Victorian Water Tower

This great Victorian water tower was built in 1882-83 and became known as Jumbo after the famous
elephant at London Zoo - which had just been sold, amid national protest, to the American circus
showman P.T. Barnum.

In the foreground you can see the Balkerne Gate, set into the town’s Roman wall, and below that a
series of regimental plaques inset into the modern wall on Balkerne Hill.

20. Town Hall
A magnificent statement of civic pride

Complete in 1902, the 50m Victoria Tower is crested by a statue of St Helena, our patron saint. The
building also features the statues of notable people from our history, including Boudica, William
Gilberd (the ‘father’ of electricity), King Edward the Elder, Eudo Dapifer, Archbishop Samuel Harsnett
and Thomas Lord Audley.

The Town Hall houses the Moot Hall, best known as the venue for Colchester’s annual Oyster Feast,
hosted by the Mayor on the last Friday of October.




21. The Dutch Quarter
West Stockwell Street (above)

Located off the High Street, the Dutch Quarter once provided a haven for Flemish Weavers who fled
religious persecution around 1575. These weavers reinvigorated Colchester’s fortunes as their high-
quality cloth became internationally famous. Some of the original weavers’ cottages can be seen today.

The Dutch Quarter received a Civic Trust Building award after being regenerated in the 1970s.

22. Essex & Suffolk Equitable Fire Office

Colchester’s original Corn Exchange building

Originally built as our Corn Exchange, this exceptional 1820 building later became the headquarters
of the Essex & Suffolk Equitable Fire Office. It underwent a successful restoration thanks to a joint
partnership between Colchester Borough Council and its owner, and it was completed in 2010.



23. Slack Space

Bringing art to unused spaces

Slack Space Colchester is a volunteer-run initiative to create arts usage of empty
shops and locations in order to ‘interrupt and enhance retail footfall with art
and performance; to fill the slack spaces in Colchester with colour, art and
laughter and to help keep our social, cultural and economic life warm in the
chill of recession’

24. Mercury Theatre
Staging classic works and commissioning new writing

The highly regarded regional theatre that is home to the critically-acclaimed
Mercury Theatre Company, it stages classic works and showcases new writing,
as well as working extensively with the local community.

The theatre works to enrich people intellectually, emotionally and spiritually,
and to reach younger and broader audiences. The building also houses a studio
space, the Digby art gallery (of work by local professional artists) and bar.
130,000 people visit or participate each year.
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25. Tymperleys

Home to the ‘father’ of electricity

This exceptional house, which dates to around 1500, was once home to William
Gilberd who became Chief Physician to Elizabeth I. A pioneer, he coined the
word ‘electric’ and later became known as the ‘father’ of electricity. The gardens
are like a secret haven, but are open to the public.

26. Hollytrees Museum
Our museum of family and domestic life

A museum of family and domestic life over the last 300 years, situated in a
beautiful Georgian town house.

The museum is free, and is very popular with schools and families who enjoy its
hands-on interpretations, including the chance to create silhouette portraits
and listen to the life stories of real people.



27. The River Colne
Our link to the sea

The River Colne leads to an estuary near Brightlingsea,
after passing through The Hythe - the former Colchester
port.

A stretch of the river from Castle Park to Wivenhoe
Railway Station broadly follows National Cycle Route 51.

In this image, you can see half timbered cottages co-
existing with more modern buildings. Pevsner said of
Colchester: “What is most impressive at Colchester, more
impressive than in any other town in England, is the
continuity of its architectural interest.”

28. The Siege House
Besieged during the Civil War

Colchester was besieged for 11 weeks during the English Civil War. This beautiful timbered
building still shows the bullet holes - now outlined in red - that are said to have been fired in
one of the skirmishes. The building is now home to a popular restaurant.



29. St Botolph’s Priory
Home to England’s first Augustinians

St Botolph’s Priory was the first Augustinian religious house in England, and had authority over
subsequent houses of the order. Pictured above is the vast Norman church, built with bricks and
masonry from the ruined Roman city. The priory recently enjoyed a £25,000 restoration project,
funded by Colchester Borough Council and English Heritage.

30. St John’s Abbey Gate
An imposing Tudor gatehouse
Sections of the precinct wall and this late 15th century

gatehouse survive from the important Benedictine abbey
founded by William I's steward, Eudo de Rie, in 1096



31 & 32. Boudica and Colchester’s Roman walls
The oldest urban defensive walls in Britain

Built after the Boudican rebellion in AD 60 Colchester has nearly 2 miles of Roman wall
(above). The oldest town wall in Britain, it includes the largest surviving Roman gateway
in Britain at Balkerne Gate - the oldest entrance to the town, which probably began life
as a triumphal arch to celebrate the conquest by the Emperor Claudius.

The statue, right, is a modern representation of Boudica, Queen of the Iceni. Cast in
aluminium, it welcomes visitors arriving at Colchester’s mainline railway station.




33 & 34. The Hythe
Regenerating the old port of Colchester

The Hythe was originally Colchester’s port, and today it is the focus of an
extensive regeneration programme.

Already home to many established companies, it is now becoming an
incubator for small businesses and is benefiting from major residential
development.

The Hythe is on the eastern edge of Colchester, leading to the University of
Essex and the town of Wivenhoe.



35. Colchester Primary Care Centre
Designed specifically to improve primary care

The Primary Care Centre building is a result of public/private partnership.
Striking and imposing from the outside, the new purpose built centre is
equally impressive once you step inside its spacious interior.

Designed specifically to improve primary care in the area, the new centre is
not to be confused with Colchester General Hospital, which provides acute
hospital care.

36. The Edge Hotel School
A world class training facility for the hotel industry

Located on the grounds of the University of Essex, this new hotel is a
modern concept designed will provide high levels of training and
education in a world class facility — with the aim of satisfying demand for
work-ready, talented and skilled workers in the hotel industry.

Opening in Spring 2012, it will be based on the model of a commercially
sustainable hotel providing both practical and vocational learning for
students and a quality hotel experience for guests. (CGI image).



37 & 38. Colchester Zoo
Ranked among the world’s most modern zoos

Colchester Zoo is one of the best European zoos with a highly-effective
development programme, and is a winner of the “Large Visitor Attraction of
the Year” Award and the “Sustainable Tourism Award” from the East of
England Tourist Board for its efforts in recycling and green practices.

One of the most modern zoos in the world, it has an ongoing reinvestment
programme to create naturalistic enclosures for over 260 rare and
endangered species. Its latest development is Orangutan Forest and it is a
home to the Playa Patagonia, the sea lion pool with a 24m viewing tunnel
under water, a Komodo Dragon enclosure, wallaby walkabout, rare Amur,
leopards, tigers and the sun bears.

I e Wild About Animald eatre holds daily presentations in addition to
regular displays, and the zoo is exceptionally popular with families and
schools, as well as visitors. It alsers adventure play areas, an undercover
sa? play complex, road train rides, panning for gold and a new undercover
Discovery Centre.



39 & 40. Weston Homes Community Stadium
The destination venue that’s home to Colchester United F.C.

I e 10,000 seat Weston Homes Community Stadium opened in 2008 as the
new home of Colchester United Football Clube cost was largely met by
Colchester Borough Council, which owns the stadium and leases it to CUFC
as tenants.

Much more than a venue for football, the community stadiwavides a
unique opportunity for the residents of Colchester, Essex and the East of
England to participate in, and beSidrom, a diverse range of sporting,
recreational, social and economic and regeneration activities

I e stadium is positioned next to a new £11.2 million junction to the A12
(above), opening up this main route to the north Colchester regeneration site
and north Colchester. It opened in December 2010, three months ahead of
schedule.



41 & 42. Colchester Business Park and North Colchester
Business Incubation Centre
Colchester as a nursery for entrepreneurship

The quality of the buildings, park facilities and the business environment at
the Colchester Business Park (above left) are all of the highest order and
this, combined with a superb communications network, has already
attracted companies of national and international repute.

I e prestigious North Colchester Business Incubation Céfaftg opened
in 2010 and houses 27 offices, a staffed reception area and training and

meeting rooms in landscaped surroundings on the Colchester Business
Park.
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43. Wivenhoe
A distinctive and popular town
Wivenhoe is situated east of the main urban area of Colchester, and has a

distinct history and traditions. The streets are small and quaint, and the
picturesque waterfront is home to many fishing boats and small sailing craft.

The town is popular with artists, writers and sailing folk, and has close links
with the nearby University of Essex.

44. Layer Marney Tower
Intended to rival Hampton Court

Layer Marney Tower is England's tallest Tudor gatehouse with exquisite early
16th century ltalianate decoration. Today it is popular for school visits, family
outings and as a venue for special occasions like weddings and banquets. It is
also in strong demand asin location.




45. Wilkin & Sons
The Queen’s jam maker

Based in Tiptree, Wilkin and Sons was awarded a Royal Warrant from King
Y George V in 1911, and again from Queen Elizabeth II in 1954 for the
supply of jam and marmalade.

The Tiptree Visitor Centre is part of the European Route of Industrial
Heritage, and is on the site of where the first Tiptree conserves were made
in 1885 by Wilkin and Sons.

Also home to Wilkin’s tea room, jam museum and jam shop. HM The
Queen visited in 2010 as the firm celebrated its 125-year anniversary.

46. Mersea Island
Home of the Colchester Native Oyster

Only 9 miles to the south east of Colchester, Mersea Island is the most
easterly inhabited island in the UK and home to both Colchester
Native and Rock oysters — which were first cultivated here by the
Romans.

Today it has a popular beach and row after row of gaily-painted beach
huts. It is also home to a successful vineyard.
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47 & 48. The Colchester Skyline
Beauty and purpose from every angle
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